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DECORATIVE ART IN LONDON. 



By Henry B. Wheatley. 



It is worthy of remark, as a special feature of 
the present time, that the sales of grand collections 
of furniture and other 
artistic objects, follow 
one another in rapid 
succession. The high 
prices which have been 
realised seem to have 
tempted those one 
would have thought 
least likely to be tempt- 
ed to sell their treas- 
ures. The late Duke of 
Marlborough began by 
selling the famous 
Marl borough gems, 
then he sold the Sun- 
derland library, and, 
lastly, his Limoges ena- 
mels were disposed of. 
The example thus set 
was followed by the 
Duke of Hamilton, and 
now we have the Duke 
of Norfolk selling some 
of his property from 
Arundel Castle; the Ma- 
harajah Dhuleep Singh 
his jewels, and the Duke 
and Duchess of Teck 
their furniture from 
Kensington Palace. 
This last sale is much 
to be regretted as it 
means that the Duch- 
ess (better known as 
the Princess Mary of 
Cambridge), one of the 
most popular members 
of the Royal family, 
is, with her husband, 
about to reside abroad. 
Punch has made this 
sale the subject of an 
article entitled "A 
purely Teck-nical mat- 
ter. " The Duke of Nor- 
folk's furniture appar- 
ently consisted chiefly 
of pieces which were 
not required at Arun- 
del Castle, and the sale 
did not include any of 
those magnificent ob- 
jects which have made 
that noble residence so 
justly famous. Among 
the highest priced lots 
were a Louis XIV. set 
of a centre cabinet in 
v blackwood, mounted 
with ormolu, with black 
marble slab, and the 
two corner-pieces en 
suite, which sold for 
£350 14s. ; a red buhl 
coffer, mounted with 
corners, bands, and 
masks of massive or- 
molu, chased, on a stand 
of the same red buhl, 
about four feet six in- 
ches high, sold for £236 
10s. The total amount 
realised for the ninety- 
eight lots was £3,446 6s. 

Another sale of 
importance, or, it would 
be more correct to say, 
the attempted sale, is 
that of The Alexandra 
Palace estate. About 
£1,500,000 has been 
spent upon the prop- 
erty, and tjie entire 
estate was offered in 
one lot, with an upset 
price of £325,000. The 
palace and park com- 
prises about 163 acres, 
with 257 acres of build- 
ing land. The auc- 
tioneer, in proposing 
this, said, the vendors 
had decided first to 
offer the entire estate, 

and, in case of that being refused, to offer 
different portions of it in sixteen lots. No offer 
was made for the whole nor for the separate lots, 
so all were withdrawn. 



I have already alluded in a former letter to 
the opening of the Fisheries Exhibition. This con- 
tinues to be most successful, and now that the 
gardens of the Royal Horticultural Society in 
connection with the Exhibition are lighted up in 
the evening, a delightful place of resort is pro- 





MANTEL FOR RESIDENCE OF T. P. SIMPSON ESQ. DESIGN BY GLENN BROWN. 



vided which is highly appreciated by the public. 
There have been grand doings there towards the 
end of July. On one Wednesday there was a special 
fSte Jor the purpose of obtaining funds for the erec- 



tion of a new English church at Berlin, at which 
the Prince and Princess of Wales and a large 
number of the Royal family were present. Bat in 
the following week the Annual Conversazione of 
the Society of Arts was held in the same place, 
and this proved itself to be one of the chief events 

of the London season. 
Sir William Siemens, who 
is chairman of the Coun- 
cil, received the com- 
pany, numbering about 
6,500, which included 
many distinguished per- 
sons representative of 
many classes. There 
were foreign ministers, 
peers, and peeresses, 
cabinet ministers, mem- 
bers of Parliament, 
and presidents of all 
the learned and scien- 
tific societies. The 
Prince of Wales, who is 
president of the society, 
and the Princess of Wales 
honored the Conversazi- 
one with their presence, 
and were received by Sir 
William and Lady Sie- 
mens and the Council of 
the Society. Fortunate- 
ly the evening was fine, 
and a large portion of 
the company found their 
way out into the gardens, 
which were so brilliantly 
illuminated by electric 
and oil lamps, that when 
the moon appeared it 
was observed that "she 
was not in it." The 
contents of the Exhi- 
bition are very varied 
and include almost every- 
thing connected with fish 
and fisheries. There are 
many specimens of deco- 
ration in which fish 
forms an important part, 
and shell fish especially 
adapts itself very readily 
to the wants of the facile 
designer. 

The Engineering Ex- 
hibition at the Agricul- 
tural Hall, which has 
just closed, was exceed- 
ingly good; but it has 
not been found to be 
so generally interesting 
to the public as some 
of the previous exhibi- 
tions. Most of the ex- 
hibits were purely of a 
utilitarian character, and 
therefore need not be 
mentioned here; but I 
must not pass unnoticed 
the stand of the Alumi- 
nium Crown Metal Com- 
pany, where were exhib- 
ited an assortment of 
goods made of their alloy 
known as Webster's Al- 
uminium Metal, which 
has been applied with 
considerable effect to de- 
corative purposes. It is 
said to combine great 
tensile strength, and re- 
sistance to compression, 
with a non-liability to 
tarnish. Madame Delong 
of Paris exhibited a kiosk, 
filled with metal fret- 
work, and suitable for 
stained glass window- 
frames, door-panels, etc. 
A special feature of the 
exhibition was the work 
produced by the engin- 
eering pupils of King's 
and University Colleges 
and the Crystal Palace 
School, and the beautiful 
objects turned by Mr. J. 
H. Evans, as well as his 
magnificent lathes, were 
particularly attractive. 
An exhibition which is 
likely to be of considerable interest is announ- 
ced to be held at Manchester, from the 25th of 
August to the 8th of September. It has a long 
descriptive name, which is — The First Annual 
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Manufacturers' Medieval, High Art, and "Ecclesias- 
tical Furniture and Decorative Exhibition. 

The Princess Christian opened the other day 
an Exhibition of the Embroideries of the Royal 
School of Art Needlework, at the Mansion House, 
which showed how much progress had been made 
by the school since its foundation eleven years 
ago. One great feature to be remarked is that the 
teachers are also learners. When the founders of 
m the school commenced their * work the art was 
nearly dead, and their first object was to study 
medieval design ; but now the range is consider- 
ably widened and the influence of Oriental design 
is very marked. Among the ordinary exhibits 
were a large number of music covers, album cases, 
frames, etc., but special mention must be made of 
the wall hangings, panel subjects, screens, etc., 
which were very beautiful in 
themselves and highly decora- 
tive in treatment. A curtain de- 
sign for a music-room by Mr. 
Burne Jones, worked in outline, 
was particularly beautiful and 
appropriate for its purpose. 

The prize drawings of the 
National Competition of Schools 
of Art have lately been ex- 
hibited at the South Kensing- 
ton Museum, and of 225,253 
drawings sent" up from schools 
of art throughout the country, 
representing 191 schools and 
branch classes, 926 were passed 
by the examiners. Some of the 
decorative designs are deserving 
of considerable praise, and show 
a fair advance upon former 
work. It is satisfactory to find 
the attention paid to carpets, 
hangings, and other ordinary 
decorative objects, which in the 
past have often been so griev- 
ously neglected. 

The opening of a Town Hall 
for Westminster is an event 
which should not pass unre- 
corded. The city of Westminster 
is equally ancient with that of 
London, but its corporate ex- 
istence has been strangely over- 
shadowed by its more import- 
ant sister. The new hall is ap- 
propriate for its purpose, and 
some taste has been shown in 
its decoration. The arms of the 
High Stewards of Westminster, 
as Lord Burghley, James, Duke 
of Ormond, Earl of Arran, Earl 
of Lincoln, Thomas, Duke of 
Newcastle, Marquis of Bucking- 
ham, Viscount Sidmontie, and 
the present holder of the office 
— the Duke of Buccleuch, are 
shown in stained glass in one of 
the side windows. The subjects 
of other stained glass windows 
are selected from the history of 
Westminster, as follows: 

I. First Parliament at West- 
minster-— Simon de Montfort en- 
forcing the rights of the people 
on Henry III. at Westminster. 

II. Caxton explaining his 
printing press to Edward IV. 
and his queen in Westminster 
Abbey. 

III. The architect of West- 
minster Abbey explaining his 
plans to Edward. 

IV. Elizabeth Woodville, 
queen of Edward IV., seeking 
sanctuary at Westminster. 

V. Coronation of Queen Vic- 
toria at Westminster Abbey. 

VI. Sir Francis Burdette 
proposing a measure of parlia- 
mentary reform, June 9th, 1809. 

Amateurs have often used colored prints for 
the ornamentation of furniture, but now we find 
one of our foremost upholsterers adopting the idea. 
Messrs. Morant & Co., of New Bond street, have 
introduced a new style which they call the Barto- 
lozzi decoration. Some years ago they became the 
purchasers of a collection of fine old copper plates 
of ornament engraved in stipple, by Richardson, a 
pupil of Francesco Bartolozzi, and these they have 
now applied to furniture decoration. Messrs. 
Morant exhibit one side of a room, the wall sur- 
face of which consists of two pilasters, a dado and 
frieze. In all these the impressions of the Barto- 
lozzi engravings, printed in a sage green color of 
delicate tint, have been introduced by the way of 
ornament on a cream-colored or white ground. 
The same decoration is used for the panels of a 



door and for the pilasters, mantel, freize and me- 
dallions of a chimney-piece. The effect is good, 
particularly in a room treated throughout in the 
Adam style. 

The new art of Lustra painting, which con- 
sists in painting with dry powders, having a metal 
basis, over a design transferred to furniture vel- 
vet, satin, linen or cloth, is highly spoken of, and 
is likely to give useful employment to skillful 
amateurs. 

Lerwick Town Hall has just been enriched by 
two stained glass windows, presented by Lord 
Zetland and Sheriff Thorns, which^ are of con- 
siderable interest from a historical point of view. 
The Zetland window contains full length figures of 
King Harold, the fair haired, and Earl Roquvald, 
the first king of Norway and the first earl of Ork- 




DESIGN FOR PORTIERE. 

ney and Shetland. In a compartment beneath the 
figure of Harold is a representation of the king 
landing in Shetland, A.D. 870. The Thorns win- 
dow contains figures of Ergstein, Archbishop of 
Trondhjem, and William the Old, first bishop of 
the Orkneys. Beneath the bishop's figure is a 
compartment in which is represented the consecra- 
tion of King Magnus by Archbishop Ergstein, who 
was metropolitan of the whole Norse land, with 
jurisdiction over the bishopric of Orkney and Shet- 
land. 

An English lady (Mrs. A. Jebb) has been try- 
ing the experiment of teaching boys the art of 
wood carving, and in an article in Good Words 
she speaks very hopefully of the results. This art 
has been so neglected of late years that we cannot 
but be grateful to those who are trying to revive it. 



There is a great want for good bold carving and I 
trust a school may arise which will emulate the 
triumphs of the old artists. 

General Pitt Rivers (who gained his fame as 
Colonel Lane Fox) possesses a special gift for ar- 
rangement which he has exhibited in many in- 
structive collections. He has now devoted his at- 
tention to the interesting subject of locks and 
keys, upon which he read a paper at the last meet- 
ing of the Society of Antiquaries for the session. 
The table groaned under the vast collection of 
locks and keys of all ages and from all countries, 
and the walls were covered with drawings illustra- 
tive of the principle upon which the locks were 
constructed. The locksmith was formerly" a more 
important member of the body politic than he is 
at present. Possibly some of the elaborate details 
of his work were not absolutely 
needed, but at all events he was 
an artist. I had occasion a short 
time ago to have an old brass 
lock taken off a door in my 
home and the workman I em- 
ployed looked at it with a sort 
of awe saying u you could not 
get such a lock as that made 
now." Puzzle locks have been 
common in most countries and 
the ordinary letter lock is re- 
ferred to in Beaumont and 
Fletcher's " Noble Gentleman, " 
" A cap case for your linen and 
your plates, with a strange lock 
that opens with AmenT" 

There seems to be a fashion 
in pavements as in other things 
and as some streets of London 
are always up for repairs we 
have a very good opportunity 
of observing the changes that 
take place. A month or so ago 
wood was the vogue, but now 
asphalt seems to be coming 
again into favor. Perhaps it 
might be worth while to try a 
new solid pavement for which 
Captain Pelletier took out 
patents in 1879 and 1881. This 
is put down in blocks and is 
said to be durable. 

In the midst of the alarm 
that is being felt at the threat- 
ened invasion of Cholera, san- 
itarians are pointing out that 
the improvements made of late 
years must tell on the course 
of the disease. Mr. Edwin 
Chadwick, C.B., the great lead- 
er in this work, said lately: "If 
the Cholera did come it would 
not come as it came before. It 
would not appear in well-regul- 
ated prisons ; it would not come 
in the district half-time schools 
which were under the best sani- 
9 tary regulations ; it would pass 
■ lightly, if at all, over the com- 
mon lodging houses, the former 
chief seats of pestilences, but 
which were now freed from them 
by rudimentary sanitary meas- 
ures under the superintendence 
of the police. It would, how- 
ever, ravage severely the com- 
mon ill-drained dwellings of the 
wage-classes, now subjected to 
double and threefold death-rates 
above those prevalent in model 
dwellings." Modern sanitary 
science will be severely tried 
and we may hope that it will 
come well out of the trial, as well 
for the cause of science as for 
the safety of the people. It 
is no fault of the Sanitarian that 
so many evils remain uncured. 



Art embroidery. — The principal objects to be 
observed in coloring are, that colors shall not 
clash, or destroy each others value, and that they 
shall be in such just proportion that each and 
every color, shade and tint employed shall have 
its full value displayed, unless, by an effort of 
artistic arrangement, one can be made to intensify, 
or tone, or otherwise improve the effect of another. 
An example will explain this,— Scarlet and yellow 
do not harmonize; for the yellow eclipses the 
red and reduces it to an orange, just as the 
mixing of red and yellow paints upon a palette 
produces orange. Red with blue presents a purple 
appearance to the eye— a confusion of both ; btt 
scarlet or blue, worked upon a neutral ground, 
say of gray or drab, appears in their full bril- 
liancy. 



